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United States, and brought right here 
to Washington or this body and all the 
bureaucrats to spend however they 
want to. 

Is that what Americans want—more 
than a quarter of the wealth of this 
country to be spent right here as op-
posed out of their own pockets? 

And taxing too much. You hit the 
numbers before as far as the tax rates 
and how it’s going to hit on the fami-
lies and the budgets. And the last one 
on borrowing too much, the debt of 
this country, again, it’s impossible to 
wrap your hands around these things, 
but the debt of this country, the public 
debt will reach 58.7 percent of the GDP 
this year, and eventually rise to two- 
thirds of GDP in a couple of years. 

Last time it was like that was in 
early 1950s after the war, and what 
have you, and it’s been on a steady de-
cline ever since even then. Charts show 
it’s a rocket ship going right back up 
again, all in the last 3 months and pro-
jected over the next 10 years. 

Mr. BROUN of Georgia. Will the gen-
tleman yield? The sad thing is our chil-
dren and grandchildren are going to 
live at a lower standard. Their stand-
ard of living is going to be lower than 
ours today because they are going to be 
saddled with this huge debt. 

You cannot borrow and spend your 
way into prosperity. In fact, our Presi-
dent has, if you all remember, came 
and told the Republican conference 
that he wasn’t going to make the same 
mistake that Franklin Delano Roo-
sevelt made when FDR got scared and 
quit spending. Our President said he 
was going to continue to spend. And 
it’s just wrong. That policy during the 
Depression did not get us out of that 
Depression. 

Warren Buffet just last week said he 
thinks we’ve been pushed off the edge 
and our economy is heading into a very 
severe depression or a very severe re-
cession. And we may well be. I hope 
and pray that we aren’t. 

But, I know this. Every single thing 
that this administration and the lead-
ership in this House and this Senate 
have proposed is going to hurt our 
economy. It’s going to deepen the re-
cession, it’s going to prolong it, and 
may push us into a severe depression. 

We keep hearing this is the worst 
economic time since the Great Depres-
sion. No, this is the worst time since 
Jimmy Carter and those failed policies. 
What our President has done is he’s 
bought into that philosophy, that 
Keynesian economic policy, which is 
socialism. That’s is exactly what he’s 
bought into. 

In fact, the way I have described it in 
some floor speeches is that we have a 
steamroller of socialism being shoved 
down the throats of the American peo-
ple. It’s going to strangle the American 
economy and it’s going to slay the 
American people economically. And 
it’s going to. 

That steamroller of socialism is 
being driven by NANCY PELOSI and 
HARRY REID. We have got to stop it be-

cause it’s going to hurt the poor people 
in this country. It’s going to hurt the 
small businessmen and women in this 
country. It’s going to hurt the most 
economically disadvantaged in this 
country. 

We have policies that we are pro-
posing that will actually help small 
businesses, that will create jobs. It will 
create paychecks instead of welfare 
checks. That’s exactly what we are try-
ing to promote, is giving people a pay-
check instead of a welfare check. 
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Mrs. BACHMANN. We haven’t even 
talked yet about socialized medicine. 
We talked a little bit about cap and 
tax. We haven’t even talked about so-
cialized medicine. Find me one model 
anywhere in the world where socialized 
medicine has delivered better care at a 
cheaper cost. You want to talk about 
tax increases, socialized medicine will 
break the bank in the United States, 
because now President Obama even 
voted for the SCHIP bill, which we all 
know will now for the first time swing 
the door wide open for illegal aliens. I 
know one thing, the people in my dis-
trict are not interested in paying for 
the health care for illegal aliens that 
are coming across our border to be yet 
one more magnet to bring people in 
that should come here legally. That is 
a very real concern that we are ad-
dressing, and that is why I think peo-
ple are so concerned right now about 
what they are seeing on the taxing cli-
mate. 

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey. And 
health care issues, and we have a doc-
tor here with us tonight, is obviously 
something we are all concerned about. 
We know too many people who are in 
small businesses who just say, I just 
can’t afford to buy insurance for my 
employees. We know too many individ-
uals who are not working right now, 
and they say they cannot afford to pay 
for the health insurance costs, not be-
cause doctors charge too much, and we 
have a doctor right here, but just be-
cause of the nature and the system 
that we have in place. 

The system we have right now, again, 
to get back to the facts, we do not have 
a free market health care system in 
this country; we have a government- 
regulated monopolized system in this 
country. But we do agree, the three of 
us here, I believe, without putting 
words in your mouth, that we do have 
a problem with health care afford-
ability for a vast majority of Ameri-
cans, and we do need to address that. 
But you do not address that, as is done 
in President Obama’s budget, which 
spends too much, taxes too much, and 
borrows too much, by putting in 
placeholders of $634 billion, which we 
do not have today, which goes to point 
three, borrows too much, that $634 bil-
lion to pay for our health care today, 
which will basically come from our 
kids and our grandkids. We do not 
solve the affordability issue by simply 
spending more money and taxing more 

money. You do it by ways that I know 
the good doctor has addressed on this 
floor before, by reforming the system, 
getting out inefficiencies in this sys-
tem, providing for the competition on 
various levels under the system, to ba-
sically overhauling the system to make 
sure that health care is available to 
every American citizen, young and old 
alike. We have talked about that on 
the floor before. We need to do that. 
Spending, taxing, and borrowing is not 
going to fix the health care system. 

Mr. BROUN of Georgia. Let me tell 
you about one government regulation 
that came in to the health care system 
when I was practicing medicine down 
in rural South Georgia to show you and 
just give you a picture of how much 
government regulation increases the 
cost for all of us. 

I had a small automated lab with 
quality controls, because when I did 
tests I wanted to make sure that the 
tests were appropriate and that they 
gave good results so that I could treat 
my patients in the best way. Well, Con-
gress passed a bill that was signed into 
law called the Clinical Laboratory Im-
provement Act, CLIA. If a patient 
came in to see me and had a red, sore 
throat and I want to find out if they 
had a bacterial infection or a viral in-
fection, I would do a CBC. It cost $12 
and I could do it in 5 minutes. CLIA 
shut down my lab. I had to send them 
to the hospital. It cost $75 and took 2 
to 3 hours. That is with just one gov-
ernment regulatory burden. 
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LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. WELCH (at the request of Mr. 
HOYER) for today and March 17 on ac-
count of attending a Vermont health 
care summit. 

Mr. BOUSTANY (at the request of Mr. 
BOEHNER) for today and the balance of 
the week on account of attending fu-
neral services for Charles Boustany, Sr. 

Mr. DREIER (at the request of Mr. 
BOEHNER) for today and March 17 on ac-
count of a death in the family. 

Mr. LUCAS (at the request of Mr. 
BOEHNER) for today, March 17 and 18 on 
account of family business. 

Mr. GARY G. MILLER of California (at 
the request of Mr. BOEHNER) for today 
and the balance of the week on account 
of medical reasons. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED 

By unanimous consent, permission to 
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders 
heretofore entered, was granted to: 

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Ms. WOOLSEY) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:) 

Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today. 
Ms. KAPTUR, for 5 minutes, today. 
(The following Members (at the re-

quest of Mr. POE of Texas) to revise and 
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